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R E A D E R. 
Cannot but look upon the 
preſent Face of things in the 
Church of Chriſt, with great 
Concern of Soul, and, with good 
old Eli, my Heart trembleth for 
the Ark of God; when I think 
of the Corruptions of many that 
bare it, and of the Comardice of 
others, that do not riſe to contend 
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(iv) 


for the Glory of it ; but let Truth 
periſh for the ſake of Peace. 
Oh! what will become of the riſing 
Generation, if Error thus pre- 


wails ! (if the Lord lifts not up 


his Standard againſt them.) What 
Attempts of late have been made, 
to ſpoil our Vines ? (for our 
Vines have tender Grapes) an- 
der a Pretence, of compromiſing, 


aud making Hlection and Uni- 


verſal R edemption meet together ; 


and by a falſe, and unſcriptural 
_ Charity, are parting with Truth 


to pleaſe Men. Oh! what is be- 


come of the valiant Men of Iſrael 
about the Bed of our King Solo- 
mond are they gone, and are there 
not a Generation to fland in their 


ſtead ? 


(v) 
flead? We have, indeed, the 
Mantle of Elijah; but where is 
the Lord God of Elijah? Fur 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, to ſpeak 
plainly and home (it may be) will 
make ſome look cold and indiffe- 
rently upon them; but what of 
that ® Which is beſt, to have 
Chriſt's, or a People's Smiles? 
0 diſcharge the Conſcience, as in 

the Sight of God; or to daub 
with untemper'd Mortar? For 
if we ſeek to pleaſe Men, and 
Hide the Truth, we cannot be the 

Servants of Chriſt. © © © 
The Things that I have deli- 
_.vered in this Sermon, lay with © 
great weight upon my Mind, ans 
1 hope, in the Lord's Strength 
(i 


(vi) 
{tho” wnger much Weakneſs that 
Day) J aas hei he to ſpeak of 
them. If the R ants are juſt, 
ani the Bill found to be true, un- 


wer the Head of Declenfions, con- 
rering Profeſſors and Church» 
Members, be not angry at the 
Preacher; I ſought not yours, 
ut you ; your Edification, Com- 
fort, Foy, and Conſolation ; and 
that you might, as thoſe that have 


put on Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 


"walk in him and after him too, 
"as 'our Pattern and E xample, 


and ſo bring Honour to his Name 


by which we are called. 


My Time nor S, trength that 


Day, would not give me leave 


to enlarge upon the four laſt 


things; I have, therefore, made 


ö ſome 


” (8) 
ſame Addition uu what. T then 
delivered under theſe Heads, | 
Teſs the Lord for the Hay; 
and, { irufi, many af you forud, 
it a Day of Power to your Soups\ 
if I may judge by your Eyes, it 
_ was ſo; both when our Brethren 
were engaged in the Work of 
Prayer (a good off Cuſtom, ſadly 
ſhut out of the Churches of Chrift ) 
as alſo under the Word preached, 
and in Prayer from the Pulpit. 
Many of you earneſtly de defred 
this Diſcourſe; I now preſent 
it unto you; and may the Lord 
give his Bleſſing unto it in your | 
reading, and comfort your Souls 
by it; and what Defetts 
may _ in it, caſt a 225 425 


45 


Love oder; remembrirg the 
| Author is, in his own Eſteem, 
leſs than the leaſt of all Saints; 


but your * for Chriſt's 
Sat, 


William Bentley. 


And the Lord ſaid unto him, 
go through the midſt of the 
City, through the midſt of 
Feruſalem, and ſet @a Mark 
upon the Foreheads of the Men 
that ſigh, and cry for all the 
Abominations that be done in 

the midſt there: 


PON ſuch a ſolemn Occaſſon 1 
this, when the Nation is called upon 


publickly from the Throne, to hum- 

ble themſelves before the Lord, and 

to make Confeſſion of their Sins and the Abo- 
minations that are found in the midſt of us; 
I could not think any words more ſuitable than 
theſe, unto our preſent purpoſe. 10% 
The Author of this Prophecy was Ezekiel, 
the Priaſt, the Son of = . The Time "_ 
& 


(2) 
the Lord raiſed him up te deliver this Meſſage 
unto the People was when they were in Babylon, 
and he amongſt them ; there 4 ſaw the Viſions 
of God, by the River of Chebar, the Place 
uy the poor Captives dwelt ; Ver. 1. 2 
r'd with Pſal. cxxxvii. 1, 2, hisWork un- 
which the Land had called him was both 
difficult and dangerous; he was to declare the 
Mind of the Lord to the King, Prieſt, and 
Peo le, and to the falſe — ; he had a 
wic ed Prince to deal withal, even Jehoi- 
acbin, that could not bear the Meſſage 
of the Lord by his Prophets, as is recorded 
by the Holy-Ghoſt, 2 Kings xxiv. 9. And be 
did that which was Evil, in the fight of the Lord, 
according unto all that his Father had done. 
For he burnt the Roll in which was written, 
the Words of the Lord concerning all their Ca- 
lamities, Fer. xxxvi. 22, 28. This Prophet had 
ſuch a Leſſon to tell them and lay before them, 
that would make their Ears to tingle, and their 
Hearts toach; but deliver it he muſt, as his Name 
Hgnifies, (as one obſerves,) the Stren gth of the 
Lord. So the Lord put $ trength in him, and 
made his Face lite a brazen Wall, and as Flint 
againſt them, and their Sins; the Lord lets him 
know what fort of Perſons he had to deal with, 
4 rebellious Nation, impudent Children „Ai. 
bearted, and whether they will hear or farbear 
be muſt go; hard work! it calls for great ftrength 
end faithfulneſs 2. Ch. iii. 4. 7. 8. But the 
Lord puts Strength = lim. and. the Spirit of 
on nl the 


(8) 
the Lord was with him, the Man Chriſt flood 
him, and made him to 7 up his Voice 145 
7 rumpet, and to ſhew the People their Tranſ- 
greſſions, and the Houſe of 2 their Sins. 


Ta. lvui.: 1. And it's the Work of Chriſt's Mi- 
niſters to do the ſame, though the People like 
I/rael cannot bear it; yet woe to us if we ſhun 
to declare any part 'of the Counſel of God; 

we muſt ſpeak out the Mind of God, wakes 
you will hear or forbear ; and thus diſcharge 
our Conſciences as in the Sight of God; and 
who is ſufficient for theſe things? hut our Sufi 
ciency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. As the Prophet 
opens their Sins unto them, o he alſo acquaints 
them, that the Lord would return. and deliver 
them out of the hands of their Enemies; not- 
withſtanding all theſe publick judgments that 
are denounced againſt them, and are diſplayed 
unto the Prophet in theſe Viſions down, unto 
our Text. I ſhall therefore without any farther 
notice proceed unto the Conſideration of the 
Words themſelves, that I firſt read; and the 


Manner in which I ſhalt handle theſe Weng 
ſhall be, 


I. To ſhew the Occaſion of this awful Vic. 


on of which the Text is a part; and that 
is, the Abominations that are done 1n the 


midſt of the City. 


II. Shew that though they were univerſpll 


bad, yet there was a little Remnant, a ſma 
Number of them, that did figh and ery 
| B 2 | fox 


(4) 

for the Abomination done in the midſt of 
them. 

III. We ſhall mou that buſdce- the Lord 

.- executes his Judgments upon a Nation or 

le, he will have his own. in that 

Place marked; Set 4 Mark the 

For end of the Men that ſigb and cry, &c. 

. And we ſhall then cloſe all, in ſhewing 

Fou, chat if ever che Lord called by his pro- 

_ _  videhtial Voice unto a Nation to humble 

themſelves, both Princes and People, he 

2 unto us. To _ therefore with 


1 Thing (viz.) the Occaſion of 
This ntl — ; 8 2. the Abomina- 
tion, Sin and Idolatry, and Prophaneneſs 
bf the People. The Vikon is awful, as we 
ſee in the Firſt and Second Verſe of this 
Chapter, Six Men with Slaughter-Weapons in 
their Hands ; not by their Sides, put into the 
Sheath, but in their Hands ready to give 
the Blow, when ever the Captain-General 
over them gave the Word of Command. And 
beheld, Ver. 2. Six Men came from the way of 
rhe higher Gate which lietb toward the Narth, 
end every Man a Slaughter-Weapon in his 
Hand ; who are intended by theſe Men have 
been Matter of Diſpute with ſome, as you 


m fee *: to me it appears that the Angels of 


0 * e Ezekiel, vol. II. p. 209. 
| . | Sod 


* 


(3) 

God are deſigned, who are made uſe" of in 
executing of his Judgment upon a wicked and 
ungodly People; the Angels of God are 
to execute the Pleafure of the Lord at a 
Times, Dan. vii. 10. Thouſands of Thouſands 
miniſter unto him, and ten Thouſand times ten 
| Thouſand ſtood before him, to obey the Orders of 
the Lord. And if in one Ni one Angel 

of the Lord went forth and flew an hundred 
and fourſcore and five thouſand in the - 
rians Camp; how much more theſe fix in 
our Text, when they have a Commiſſion to 
deftroy given them; and we ſee the Angels 
of God are employed in this Work, as men- 
tioned in the Revel. vii. 1. and theſe alſo are in 
Scripture called Men ſometimes, becauſe they 
appeared as Men and converſed with Men, 
Gen. xviii. 3. xix. 5, But whence all this 
Appearance in this Manner? Why thus mar- 
ſhalled, as ready to give the Blow, with their 
Slaughter-Weapons in their Hands? Why the 
Abominations of God's profeſſing People are the 
cauſe of it, as they ate enumerated in Ch. viii, 
17. Then he ſaid unto me, Hat thou ſeen this, O 

Son of Man? Is it a tight thing to the Houſe 
of Judah, that they cammit the Abominatzons, 
which they commit kere? For they have filled 
the Land with Violence, and have returned to 
provoke me to Anger; and lo, they put the 
Branch unto their Noſe. It was not the Abomi- 
nations of a Heathen Nation and People, but 
of the Lord's People ; and therefore he expo- 


ſtulates 


TRE (6) 
ſtulates with them by the Name of Judah; à 
People that the Lord had given his Ordinances 
unto, and ſet up his Sanctuary amongſt; a 
People that the Lord had choſen from all Na- 
tions to put his Name amongſt them, (as he 
has done amongſt us of this Nation;) a Peo- 
ple that God had ſhewn many Signs and Won- 
ders for, in Egypt and in the Wilderneſs ; he 
had afforded them viſible Tokens of his Pre- 
ſence, yea the Lord was near unto them in 
all they called upon him for ; but now a pro- 
phane People that had corrupted themſelves, 
and that greatly; therefore its againſt theſe 
very People that theſe fix Men were to go 
forth and flay, and ſpare not old or young ; 
but only thoſe that had the Marks in their 
Forebeads, Ver. 6. There are three particular 
Abominations that were reproved by the Lord, 
and found among this People; in which we, 
as a profeſſing Nation and People, may read 
our own ſelves, as at this Day. 

1. They are charged with changing of their 
Glory, 2. e. there God, and running mad 
upon their Idols ; they gave up the God of 
'T/ ae! for Dunghill Deities ; and this Corrup- 

tion in the Object of their Worſhip is taken 
particular Notice of. They had their Backs 
towards the Temple of the Lord, and their 
Faces towards the Eaſt, and worſhipped the 
Sun; nay, worſe than that, even Stocks and 
Stones, Jer. ii. 11. Hath a Nation changed 
their Gods, which are yet no Gods? but my 
e People 


(7) 

People have changed their Glory, for that which 
doth not profit : Their Idolatry is traced out 
Step by Step in the Chap. vii. in their having 
the Image of Jealouſy, and all manner of 
Idols upon the Walls of the Houſe, ſending 
up their Incenſe unto their Idol Gods. For 
Number they had them according unto their 
Citics ; theſe were a People that had his Sta- 
tutes and Judgments given them; he had not 
dealt fo with any other Nation under Heaven, 
as he had with theſe; he had given them the 
Form and Pattern, in which way he would be 
worſhipped, and ſtrictly prohibited them from 
all manner of Idol Worthip; well might the 
Prophet ſay, Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Heavens, at this, 
and be horribly afraid, be very deſolate, faith 
the Lord; and thus forſaking the Lord the Foun- 
tain of living Waters, they hewed out unto 
:themſelves Ciſterns, broken Ci/terns, that could 
hold na Water, 2 Jer. xii. 13. and what leſs are 
Men a doing in this Day. amongſt us in this 
Nation? if they are not in that groſs Idolatry, 
as theſe were, yet if they ict up another God, 
a Creature God, a Subordinate God, in a way 
of Diſtinction from God the. Father, as they 
tell us Chriſt is, and yet we muſt worſhip him 

as ſuch, and not give him equal Honour and 
equal Worſhip as unto the Father; what is this 
but Idolatry, andof anaggravatingNature; for the 
Lord xwill not give his Glory unto another, nor his 
Praiſes unto graven Images, Iſa. xlii. 8. None 
can be the Object of Worſhip but the 2 
. 8 d, 


* * 
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God, the hving God, the great Telnuab; but 
he has commanded us to worthip his Son 
Chrift Fejus the Lord, with the fame Wor- 
ſhip as we give him, Yohr: v. 23. He has com- 
' manded that all Men fhould honour the Son, even 
as they bonour the Father; and not pay an in- 
ferior Worſhip unto Chriſt, and ſuperior unto 
him. The — make no ſuch Diſtinc- 
tions as theſe Corrupters of the Divinity, Per- 
ſonality and Equality of Chriſt with Fa- 
ther do; tho' theſe Perſons Abominations are 
ſuch, yet at the fame time they compliment 
Chriſt with the Name of God, they degrade 
him, by putti him into the Rank of Crea- 
ture Beings. et in Scripture its written, as 
with a Sun-beam, that he is above and before 
all Creatures; yea, God over all and bleſſed for- 
evermore, ſaith that great Apoſtle, Ram. ix. 4. 
and the Evangelical = het, Ja. ix. 6. calls 
him, The mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. | | 
2. Theſe Abominations in our Text were 
alſo univerial ones amongſt God's People; they 
were like the ſpreading Leproſy in the Houle ; 
the whole Land and Nation of the Fews were 
infected, ſave a few marked Ones. The 
King and Princes, Prophets, Prieſts and Peo- 
ple were all carried away by this Torrent of 
Abominations ; and they had got into the 
Houſe of God, which was the worſt of all, 
Ver. 6. Begin at my Sanctuary, &c. And 


yu n Apoſtle, F Judgments begin at the 
Houſe 
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Go, what ſhall the End of them kn 
"not" the Goſpel of God, t Per. iv. 
Here, the Slaughter-Men were to be- 
W. ant give the firſt Blow ; for the Abomi- 
nation began here: the whole Head was fick; 
and the whole Heart faint, The Prophets pro- 
Phefied Liegin the Name of the Lord, and faid,” 
Peace, Peace; when" there was no Peace; 3 2 
daubed with untempered Mortar. Theſe 
ed the People in Doctrine, för they ſhould have- | 
had the Law in its Purity from the Mouth of 
the Prophets and of tlie Prieſt; but great Abou 
minations brake out here, Jer. xiv. 14. The 
Prophets: propheſy” Lies in my Name ; and tlie 
Lord e that his People liked that it 
ſhauld be fo, Ya. Xxx. 10. That ſay to the Seer 

ſee not, ond to the Prophets 5 nr not _ 
us Fight, Heut unto u root 

fp Deceits.- And how's viſible is oh the — 
of the preſent Abominations amongſt us? th 
People are for ſmooth Things. Such Doctrines 
as were of old taught, in the firſt Reformas 

tion from Popery, will not go down now; to 
talk of the neceſſity of being born of Gd, 

born from Above; and to fay, that Mam hatk 
no Spiritual Power to put forth a Spiritu 
Action till made Alive; and that if ever he i 
juſtified, it muſt be by the Righteouſneſs and 

Blood of the Son of God ; and that no Man 

can come unto the Father” but by-him ; theſe- 
are hard Things, they deſpiſe, reject; and 
_— upon theſe Doctrines in 2 the 

C 
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Id 


(10) 
old Paths are ſeldom enquired after; and what 
have they in the ſtead of them? Smooth 


Things, ſuch that pleaſe Carnal Reaſon, and 


ſets up Man's Power, and make Man his own 
Saviour, theſe go down 'ghb: In this Day, 
any Thing that exalts and ſets up proud Man 
and his Carnal Reaſon, is liked of; and this is 
our Caſe too, the People love to "have it ſo; 
and as it was with Ijrael of old, fo is it now: 
Their Abominations were general; ſo are ours: 
yea, both Prophets and Prieſts, multitudes 
of them in this Nation cauſe the People to 
5 as theirs did, Mal. ii. 7, But ye are they 
g of the Prieſts) that depart out of 
Way, ye have cauſed many to ſtumble at 
Law; ye have - corrupted the Covenant of 
Tu, faith the Lord o, Hoſts. 
z. Theſe Abominations alſo conſiſted in an 
unconcerned Spirit, whether the Lord ſtaid 
or went from them ; this alſo was a n 
Corruption of the Day then; and, Oh! Sirs, 
If the Lord leave a People, what may they 
expect will follow ? If the Kernel be gone, 
what is the Shell good for, but to be trodden 
under Foot of Men; if the Lord the Glory of 
his People departs, what is a People then good 
for? This Glory of the Lord, the Symbol of 
His Preſence, madg gradual Removes; as that 
fore-mentioned Author rves: it moyed firſt 
to the Threſhold, afterwards it went up over 
the Threſhold, Chap. x. 4. Then higher to- 
awards Heaven, Ver. 19. Then to the midſt of 
| the 


(rx) 


the City, Chap. xi. 24. And from thence to 


the Mountains on the Eaſt-ſide of the City, and 
ſo went wholly from them: It ſhould ſeem 
as if the Lord was unwilling to Cepart from 
them, and ſhould ſay,” Hou hall I pive thee 
% Ephraim, how fhall T deliver thee up Iſtael, 
H/. xi. 8. Its juſt as if the Lord ſhould ar- 
ue with his People; will you let me go:? 
hat is not my Company worth detaining? 
What is there none to lay hold on me adepar- 
ting God, before the deſerv'd Conſumption 
takes Place? This very Spirit the Lord o m- 
plains of in his People by the Prophet; and 
there is none that calleth upon my Name, that 
ftirreth up himſelf to take hold of me, Iſa. 
Ixiv. 7, Its as if the Prophet ſhould fay, look 
yonder, he is going, he is haſting away a- 
pace, what no Concern about the Matter? 
Oh, forſaken People, if thy God departs, woe 
unto thee. Is not this too ſadly ſeen amongſt us 
in this. Day ? Are not theſe ſad Signs upon us; 
and ſhould he fay unto us, as he did to his 
People of old, Oh, how great would our Ca- 
lamities be! I ui go and return to my Place, 
till they acknowledge their Offence, and ſeek my 
Face; in their Aftiftion they will ſeek me 
early, Hof. v. 15. Befides there was a Spirit 
of Atheiſm and Infidelity got amongſt them ; 
the Lord ſay they doth not ſee, Chap. vii. 
Ver. 12. The Lord ſeeth us not, the Lord 
hath forſaken the Earth : As if the Lord was 


altogether unconcerned about the Matter, be- 
| COS - cauſe 


If | ( x2 ) 

1 cauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is not 

executed ſpeedily ; therefore the Heart of 
the Sons of Men, are fully ſet in them to do 
Evil. How much of this Spirit prevails, is 
viſible to every obſerving Eye; the Language 
of the preſent Generation 2 us, is that 
of the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. iii. 4. And where is 
the Promiſe of bis coming ? Fur ſince the Fa- 
thers fell afleep, all Things continue as they 
were, from the beginning of the Creation. 


II. But bad as the Day was then and ſtill is, 
the Lord had a ſmall Remnant, that would give 
him no reſt ; that ſighed and cryed for all the 
Abominations done in the midſt of them. 
Well, ſmall as their Numbers are, they are a 
Bleſſing to the Land, the City, the Town, the 
Village, nay, the Family where they dwell, 
Ja. i. g. Except the Lord had left unto us a 

very ſmall Remnant, we ſhould have been as 
= ap and we Should have been like unto Go- 
morrah : And he often ſpares the Lump be- 
cauſe there is a Bleſſing in it, Ja. Rv. 8. This 
ſighing and crying Number is pointed out by 
theſe two Things: 

1. The Work in which they are engaged. 
They are ſaid to ſigh and cry: theſe Words in 
Scripture, ſignify a deep and great Concern of 

| Soul that they are under; thus the Diſtreſſes 
of Jrael's hard Bondage are ſet forth by this 
. 
| 


Word: And the Children of Iſrael fighed by 
| reaſon of their Bondage, and their Cry came up 
unto 
| 


613.) 
unto God by reaſon of the Bondage, Exod. ii, 
23. As the former Expreſſion denotes their 
great Concern -of Soul, ſo the other points 
out their Work; they prayed out their Com- 
plaint : Theſe were of the Generation of them 
that ſeek him, Pal. xxiv. 6. And this is their 
- continual Work and Buſineſs; it is nat now and 
then done, .but its what they are eonſtantly 
imployed in, they will not give the Lord reſt, 
they cannot hold their Peace, Ja. Ixii. 1. For 
Jeruſalem or Zion ſake; their Hearts would 
break, if they had not a Throne of Grace to 
go unto: And as a good Man once ſaid, © ( 
* have ſomething to ſay unto the Lord in'pri- 
« vate, I muſt whiſper it in his Ear; fo do 
theſe: they have ſometimes hold of the Lord 
like Jacob, and will not let him go till they 
receive the Bleſſing; and to the Throne they 
muſt go, though the Matter is both mourn- 
ful and affliftive ; Theſe are they that think on 
his Name, and that the Lord keeps a Book of © 
Remembrance for, Mal. iii. 16. And, | 

2. They are pointed out, by the Matter of 
their Cry ; viz. the Abominations of the City 
and Place, that they dwelt in and belonged 
* ; and here three Things may be remark- 
ed. 

1. Theſe are Perſons that mourn for their 
own Abominations both of Lip, Heart and 
Life; theſe are acquainted with the Plague of 
their own Hearts, and their Eyes are like the 


Eyes of Solomon's Cherubims, turned inward, 
to 
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be pull'd down by Death; in the mean time, 


b ( 1 1 4 | ) | 
to ſee and behold all the inward Workings of 
Corruption and Sin, that dwells in them ; the 
Lord has led ſuch as theſe, by the Holy Spirit, 
into the ſecret Chamber of Imagery, to behold 
all the Abominations that are done there. Oh! 
how is a Believer, after ſuch a Search, ſent unto 
the Throne to mourn out his own Backſlidings 
in the Words of the Church; Our Jniquities, 
Ae the Wind, have taken us away, Iſai. Ixiv. 6. 
It is Sin dwelling and abiding in our Souls, that 
makes us, at times, go heavily and bowed 
down; for a Child of God finds, that in him, 
F. e. in his Fleſh, dwells no good thing; and, 
like the great Apoſtle, Rom. vii. 24. faith, O 
*vretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 


«*, * 
. 


from the Body of this Death. This indwel- 


ing Sin. is worſe than all things elſe, Soul, 
that thou meeteſt with in the World: Thus 


David complains, of his own Sin, P/al. Hv. 
2. Intquities prevail againſt me; as for our 
Tranſtreſſions, thou ſhalt purge them away. 
Oh!] this gives a Child of God frequent Oc- 


caſion to go unto the Throne of Grace, to 


confeſs his ſecret Sins, that are hidden and 
unknown unto others. Theſe two Saints above- 
"mentioned, Knew nothing of that filly Doc- 


trine advanc'd by ſome in this Day, call'd 


Perfection; they knew, and faw, and felt 
much of their own Imperfections, and mourn'd 


over them, and liv'd in hopes of being de- 
ver'd from them, when the Houſe ſhould 


like 


(35) 

like */abez, they are praying to be kept fr 
the Mer of it, 5 — * „ 
not grieve them. Dal n a 

2. Theſe ſighing and mourning Saints alfa 
look out round about them; they mourn far 
the Sins and Abominations of others, even for 
the People amongſt *whom they dwell; the 
Language of their Souls is that of Jaiab, 
Chap. vi. Ver 5. Moe is me, for I am undone 
becauſe I am a Ran of unclean Lips, and qe 
in the midft of a People of unclean Lips, for 
mine Eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord 0 
Hofs: the Prophet faw himſelf and the Peop 
to be in the ſame caſe in this reſpect; he had 
his Sin and unclean Lips, and ſo had they, 
Oh ! the People of God would not know how 
to mourn for the Sins af others as they ſho 
if they did not know themſelves; theſe loc 
round them, and are ſighing and crying fer 
National Sins, Church Sins, yea, and for all 
the Profaneneſs and Immorality in the Land; 
and for all thoſe Abominations in the Wore 
ſhip of God, and all thoſe Doctrinal Abomi- 
nations that are ſpreading. amongſt us: Their 
Souls are vexed with hel things from Day 
unto Day, and to the Lord they mult cars 
them: Oh! how they plead with the Lord, 
as David did, P/al. cxix. 126. I ig time for 
thee, O Lord, to work; for they have made 
void thy Law; yea, in the 136th Verſe, Rivers 
of Waters run down, mine Eyes, becauſe the 
keep not thy Lau: Theſe Mournegzs. are mu 
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affected, as with their own Sins, ſo with the Sins 


of others alſo. Feremiab the Prophet was 


one of thoſe that ſighed and cried, Jer. ix. 1. 
Ob, that my Head were Waters,” and mine Eyes 
a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day 


and Night for the Sins of the Daughter of my 


People. Theſe mourn for the Sins of all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men, from the Prince 
upon the Throne, to the Beggar on the Dung- 
Hill; for the Sins of the Court, as well as of 
the Camp. | 1 

3. Theſe Mourners are Bleſſings to that Na- 
tion, Town, City, Village, or Family where 


they dwell; for they are, in the Lord's Hand, 


a means of ſtaving off Judgments from the 
People amongſt whom they are caſt; theſe 
are Moſes's, Noahs, Daniel, and Jobs, that 
ſtand in the Gap to intreat for the People, 
that the Lord would turn away his Wrath 
from them; and, I truſt, the Lord has many 
ſuch in this Land, and that the Caſe is not 
ſo bad as it was in our Prophet's time, when 
the Lord faid to him, in Ezek. xiv. 18. Though 
theſe three Men were in it, as I live, ſaith the 
Lord God, they ſhall deliver neither Som nor 
Daughters, they only ſhall be delivered; but the 


Land ſhall be deſolate. Oh! ſuch Perſons as 
theſe Mourners have the Lord's Ear, Heart, 


and Hand too; the Lord lſaith to ſuch, fe me 

of things to come concerning my $75, and con- 

cerning the Work of my Hands, command ye 

me, Iſai. xlv, 11, Like Abraham, they * 
My ., wit 


(17) 
with the Lord, as he did for Sodom, till the 
Lord ſay at laſt, he will not deſtroy it for Ten's 
ſake, Gen. xviii. 32. But, ſurely, the Lord has 


many Tens in this Land; he has his Cham 


bers of Secrecy to hide his People in, when 
his Judgments are abroad in the Farth, and 
faith to them, as he did to Lot, Haſte thee, 
eſcape thither, for I cannot do any thing till 
thou be come thi ther, Gen. xix. 22. For his 
Eyes are upon the Ri ghteous, and his Ears are 
open unto their Cry : But the Face of the Lord 
is againſt them that do Evil, to cut off the Re- 
membrance of them from the Earth, Pſal. xxxiv. 

15, 16. And thus others reap a Benefit from 
the Prayers of the Saints, though they never 
prayed for themſelves. Oh! the Men of the 
World don't know how much they are be- 
holden unto the Prayers of the Saints, though 
they ſcoff at them; for theſe are the Salt ot 
the Earth, and keep i it from that dreadful Day 


of Deſtruction, when it ſhall be burnt. up, 


and all the wicked in it that forget God. 


III. We ſhall now ſhew you, that the Lacd 
will not execute publick Judgments on a Na- 
tion or People, till his own in that Nation, or 
amongſt that People, are marked: Go through 
the-midſt of the City, through the midſt of Jes 
ruſalem, and ſet a Mark upon the Foreheads of 
the Men, &c. The Perſon that was to go 
forth into the City was to make diligent Search; 
it was not, Mark the whole City, or Streets, 
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| or Lanes in i it ; but the flebing Perſons, the 


mourning ones: He was to ſearch Feruſalem, 
as with Candles, for them; for God's Children 
are but thin ſown, here one, - and there ano- 
ther; and therefore, he was to ſearch dili- 
ntly for them: and all this muſt: be done 
{xx he executes his Work, his ſtrange Work, 


ond brings to paſs his Acts, his ſtrange As, 


Xxxviii. 2 1. The Slaughter-Men muſt not 


£0 forth till then ; he will not ſcatter his Judg- 


ments abroad till then; and then he will take 
hold of his glittering Sword, and ſay, Mine Hana 


Jhall take hold on Judgment; I will render Ven- 


nce to mine Enemies, and T will reward them 
that hate me, Deut. xxxii. 41, 42. Under 
this Head we ſhall take notice of theſe two 
things: 
| 92 Shew who the Perſon is that is ſaid to 
mark the Men: It was the eminent Work of 
one Man amongſt the ſix, but none of the 


_ tix; for it appears, (as is obſerved *) that this 


Man was in the midſt of them; they had 
Slaughter-Weapons in their Hands, but this 
Man is only ſaid to have a Writer's Inkborn by 
hrs Side. 

 2dly, We ſhall ſhew you what may be in- 
tended by this Mark ; and that they are Men, 
and not Angels that are marked; and that not 
all Men, but ſome. 


'* Dada, Annotations and the Aſſembly's. 


If, 


4... 20 
Fo 1/t, With regard unto the. Perſon employed 
in the Work of Marking: He is not a mere 
Man only, though called in the Text a Man: 
and ſo in Chap. i. Ver. 26. and Chap. xliu, 
Ver. 6. * but the Man Chriſt, God's Fellow 2 
he frequently, under the Old Teſtament, a 
pear d as Man, to point out unto them his In- 
carnation: Thus it i ſaid, Gen. xviii. 33. Abra= 
ham lifted up his Eyes and looked, 5 lo, three 
Men ſtood by bim; but one of the three Was 
diſtinguiſhed by a ſpecial Title, a-Title never 
given unto a Creature; for he is called Febo- 
vah no leſs than nine times in that Chapter; 
and this is the incommunicable Name of God, 
that he will not give unto another. So, alſo, 
when Joſhua, the Captain General of 1/rael's 
Hoſts, was going, to beſiege Jericho; he ſaw 
a Man over-againſt him, with a drawn Sword 
in his Hand: And Foſhua went unto him, and 
faid unto him, Art thou for us or for our Al- 
verſartes : And he ſaid, Nay, but as Captain 
of the Lord's Hoſt am I now come, In the 
Form and Likeneſs of a Man he appears un- 
to this General; his Heart ached; he was in 
great Diſtreſs: he was in a panick at the Sight, 
to know whether he was for Jrael, or againſt 
them : He ſoon was convinced who he was, 
that he was the Lord ot Hoſts both of Men 
and Angels; and therefore, he worſhips him, 
and was for taking all his Direction from him, 


| ®* Meads V Hon of the Wheels, 
7 0-0 Wat 
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7255 v. 13, 14, 15. What ſaith my Lord unto 

's Servant ; he knew that all Succeſs depend- 
ed upon this Perſon, and he dreaded the Con- 
ſequence if he was againſt him. Oh! thus 
ſhould Princes, Kings and Captains upon Earth 
do ; aſk Counſel and Succeſs of him, and take 
all their Directions from him; if he is on the 
Side of a Prince, People, or Nation, all is 
well; but if againſt them, Numbers and 
Strength ſignify nothing. Woe unto that 
Prince, or People, that the Captain of the Lord's 
Hojt is againſt ; but Oh happy England, ſhould 
he be for us! if he is, we need not fear who 
is againſt us. And, tho' the Perſon here is 
called a Man, yet in other Places he is called 
an Angel: Thus it is ſaid, that Jacob had 
Power over the Angel, Hoſ. xii. 13. and yet, 
in Gen. xxxii. 2 5. he is called a Man, and there 
wreſtled a Man with him until the break of 
Day: So when he appeared unto Manoah and 
his Wife, he is called in one Verſe a Man, and 
in another an Angel of God, Judg. xiii. 8, . 
and yet he is the Lord of Angels, the Creator 
of them ; he is the Angel of God's Preſence, 
the Angel, or Meſſenger of the Covenant, the 
wonderful Counſellor : When Manoah ſought 
to know his Name, he tells him, hy 921 
thou thus after my name, ſeeing it is ſecret, or 
wonderful, to agree with what the Prophet, 
Ifai. ix. 6. Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, tie Prince of Peace. 
He is Lord of all Principalities apd Powers ; 
Thrones 


Thrones and Dominions are under him; he 
ruleth in the Armies of Heaven and on _—_ 

and is doing all his Pleaſure : The Angels 
God are at his Command, to execute his Will 
in all things, as he is God-Man Mediator; 
that is, Head over all things unto his Church, 
So that I underſtand by theſe ſix Men, with 
the Lord Mediator, to be Angels, created An- 
gels; fince Chriſt eminently employs them in 
ſuch Work, as executing of his Judgments 
againſt a N ation, or People: though ſome 
have thought by their Number, fix, that the 
Princes of Babylon are intended, who. invaded 
and took Feruſalem, Fer. xxxix. 3. It is not 
worth diſputing about. The fix Slaughter- 
men repreſent Inſtruments that the Lord makes 
uſe of, whether Men or Angels, n a ſin- 

ning ſinful People. 

2dly, Here is one amongſt them greatly 
diſtinguiſhed ; and that not by his Name in the 
Text, ſo much as by his Garb and Work ; and 
one Man amongſt them was cloathed with Lin- 
nen, with a Writer's Inkhorn by his Side, Ver. 2. 
One Man (by way of Eminency) he is brought 
in as Mediator here, with an Adjunct of One- 
neſs, as in 1 Tim. ii. 5. One Mediator between 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. So Green- 
hill obſerves. But he is cloathed in this At- 
tire to anſwer his Types; the Prieſts under 
the Law, had their Linnen Attire or Gar- 
ments to put on; ſo Chriſt here appears in 
Linnen, as the High. Prieſt of his * | 
at 


{6 22+) 
that was 8 2 Attonement oy them, and 
in the is of time to finiſh ranſereſſions, 
= make an _ of Sins, and 2 an 
everlaſitng Righteouſneſs for his People; all 

— _ ſhadowed - * the 8 Diſ- 
— and which Work the Prieſt of the 
in their —_— Garments were imploy'd 
in, Lev. xvi. 23. And Aaron ſhall come into the 
| Tabernacle of : e Congregation, uw put off the 
Linnen Garments, which he put on, when be 
went into the holy Place, and ſhall leave them 
there. So when Chriſt appeared unto Daniel, 
Chap. x. Ver. 5. Then I lift up my Eyes and 
looked, and behold a Man cloathed in Linnen, 
whoſe 'Loins were girded with fine Gold of Ophaz. 
This alſo anſwers to the Deſcription of the 
Lord Chriſt, when he was ſeen by Fob! in the 
Iſle of Patmos, Rev. i. 13. he is there ſaid 70 
ze cloathed with a Garment drum unto the Feet, 
and girt about the Paps with a golden Girdle: 
And it might be a Linnen Garment, ſo far as 
we know; and that, moſt likely, becauſe his 
11 Righteouſneſs in this Book, which he wrought 
14 out, and brought in for the juſtifying of his 
i i le, is called Linnen clean and white, which 


it the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, Chap. xix. 8. 
1 and as its down unto the Feet, it covers all the 
| Members of his Body the Church; and 178 
| girded about him with a golden Girdle, to note 
his Faithfulneſs and his Unchangableneſs in 
his Love and Grace to his People. Sometimes 


3 he is repreſented in the 8 
N 0 
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of a Conqueror, that had been flaying of tlie 
Enemies of his Church, and then he comes 
from the Field of Battle with Garmenti died! 
red, Iſai. Ixiii, 1, 2. and this will he do, when 
he will make a final Deſtruction of his Church's 
Enemies. But in this Viſion unto the Proph 
Ezekiel, he is repreſented as in his th 
Office ; that of a Prieſt by his Attire, and 
that of a Prophet, by his Inkhorn by his Side: 
He it is that has made known unto us the 
Mind of God in the ſacred Scriptures: : He it 
was that ſpake by his Spirit under the Old 
Teſtament; and, Oh! how has his Tongue been 
as the Pen of a ready Writer, in communica- 
ting all the Mind of God unto us under the 
New Teſtament, Heb. i. 1, 2. God; who af 

times and in diverſe manners, fpake in 
3 unto the — the R hath 
in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by hir Son. He 
has written the Mind of God compleatly and 
fully, as with the Pen of a Diamond, in the 
ſacred Oracles, the Scriptures. of Truth: He 
has writ, as with a Sun-Beam, the Mind of 
God, in all that we are to believe in Point af 
Doctrine; hence the Goſpel, with all the pre- 
cious Truths and Doctrines of it, is called the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, Rem. i. 16. And, in 
ſhort, it is he only that can let us into them 
experimentally and comfortably, and copy them 
out upon our Hearts by his Spirit, and ſo male 
us living Epiſtles, written not with hat, bur 


with the Spurir of the living God, 2 Cor. 3. 
; Again, 
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Again, hie has not only his Inkhorn by his 
Side, but he 1s here repreſented, as King of 


Saints and of Nations too, giving Orders and 


Direction unto thoſe ſix, what they were to 
do; they were to go after him; he was to 
give the Word of Command ; and they readily 
obeyed, uſing their Deſtroying- Weapons; All 
Power is in his Hand, both in Heaven. and on 
_ and when he ſaith unto theſe ſmite, 
they ſpare not, Ezek. ix. 4, 5. Thus will 
Chriſt do another Day with all his and our 
Enemies; for he will ſtribe thro' Kings in the 
Day of his Wrath, Pſal. cx. 5. and who can 
ſtand againſt the Power of this King, when he 


is once angry? and when he makes uſe of that 


Sword, with which he will ſmite the Nations, 
that we read of, Rev. xv. 15. And out of his 
Mouth goeth a ' harp Sword, that with it be 
Should ſmte the Nations; and be ſhall rule them 
with a Rod of Iron, &c. And he treadeth the 
-Wine- Preſs of the F terceneſs and Wrath of al- 
mighty God : And he hath on his Veſture a 


Nami written, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lardi. But then, 


2. Let us conkider what this Perſon thus 


cloathed with Linnen, and the Writer's Ink- 


Born by his Side, doth ? Why, he marks Per- 
on their Foreheads : This is his Work, to 
"mark Men; notall Men ; for in the Text he is 
Aid to mark only thoſe Men that ſigh and 
: and when Chriſt ſets his Mark upon any 


Perla it ſhall abide; Sin, Satan, nor the 


World 


 & 


* 
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World can never deface his Mark. Now there 
is a fourfold Mark that the Lord Chriſt ſets 
upon his People. | 
- 1/}, There is the Mark of Election and Vo- 
cation : This is a Mark that he has put upon 
his own, and a ſpecial and peculiar Mark too: 
It is put upon Men; ſome Men, and not all Men; 
ſome Men of all Sorts, Ranks, and Degrees he 
has marked for himſelf: This Mark of Elec- 
tion, is ſecret, hidden, and unknown, only 
unto the glorious Three; till it's made maniteſt 
by effectual Vocation, or a Calling the Soul 
out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
Though this Mark of Election is commonly 
attributed unto God the Father, yet we are 
not to exclude the Lord Chriſt from it; for 
it was an eternal Act of all the Divine Perſons 
in the Trinity ; herein what the Father. did 
by chuſing, that alſo Chriſt did, John v. 19. 
For what things ſocver he doth, theſe alſo doth 
the Son likewiſe : For as the Father had cho- 
ſen him, not only unto Office; but as he 1s 
one that laid in the Womb of Electing Grace, 
as Man and Mediator, and ſo the Head of all 
God's Ele& and marked Ones; fo have I choſen 
yon, faith Chriſt, and, I know whom I have 
choſen, Joh. xiii. 18. and that from all Eternit 
when they were put into his hands. The 
that are thus marked he knows; I know my 
Sheep, and am known of them, john x. 13. 
This Mark ſtands ſure, having this Seal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
K This 
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This is a Mark unto eternal Life, through 


Sandi iſicat ion of the Spirit, and Belief of the 
Truth, 2 Theſ. ii. 13. And it is a Mark made 
manifeſt by him in time, when he comes to 


lay hold of the Heart, and make the poor 


Soul willing in the Day of bis Power, Plal. cx. 
He, by effectual Vocation, makes this 
Mark of Election manifeſt unto thine own Soul, 
and to others too; for whom he did predeſtinate, 
'them be alſo called, Rom. viii. 29. 
This Man, with the Writer's Inkhorn by 
his Side, has marked them down in bis Book, 
the Book Life, Rev. xx. 12, the Lamb's Book, 


he has put down their Names there, Rev. xii. 


8. and none can put them out: There ſtands 


all for whom he died; not one more, nor one 
leſs: In that Book he has the Names of all 
of them down, that the Father gave him, and 
-which he ſhed his Blood for, and which, by 


his Word in the Hand of the Spirit, he will 


gather to himſelf; for all thoſe, faith he, ſball 
come to me, and * that cometh I will in no 


wiſe caſt out. Theſe are the ſpecial and pe- 
culiar Objects of his Love, his everlaſting and 


unchangeable Love; for whom he laid down 
.his Life, and will. love them unto the end, 
Jobn xiii. 1. And becauſe he hath thus marked 


them down in his Book, and thus loved them, 
he doth 20, Loving- Kindneſs draw them to 
himſelf; and I, , I be lifted up from the Earth, 
avill draw all Men unto me; i. e. all the given 
and marked Number, 9 xii. 32. who are 


Elec 
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Elett-according to the Foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through Sammtiſication of the Spirit un- 
to Obedience, and the ſprinkling of the Bload of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 1. 

2. Chriſt alſo ſets his Mark of providential 
Preſervation upon his People, in tume of publick 
Calamities; that when the overflowing Scourge 
ſhall paſs through, and ſweeping Judgments 
come upon a Nation or People, when a thou- 
ſand ſhall fall at thy Side, and ten thouſand at 
thy Right-Hand : But it ſhall not come nigh 
thee, Pal. xci. 5, 6, 7. Thus in the Words 
following our Text, Ver. 6. Slay old and young, 
Maids, little Children and Women : But >. 
not near any Man upon whom is - the Mark. 
The Arrow, the Peſtilence, the Famine, and 
the Sword don't fall at random ; but axe direct- 
ed unto the Town, the City, the Nation, the 
Family, yea, the very Perſon : But if the Lord 
Chriſt has ſet his Mark there, Death muſt not 
enter, the Calamity ſhall not ſo much as touch 
ſuch: The Lord is pleaſed, in ſome Caſes, to 
make a viſible Diſcrimination here, as it was 
with Jrael of old; when the Lord went 
through Egypt in one Night, to ſmite all tze 
firſt- born in the Land of Egypt, both of Man 


and Beaſt : Aud againſt all the Gods of Egypt A 


1 will execute Fudgment. Jam the Lord. And 
the Blood ſhall be to you for a Token' upon the + 
Houſes where you are; and when T ſee the Blood, 
I will paſs over you, and the Plague fhall not 
be upon you to deſtroy you, ben I ſmite tbe 

E 2 Land 
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Land of Egypt, Exod. xii. 12, 13. Here was 
a providential Mark; this was for their Protec- 
tion; and when the Lord ſaw the Blood, he paſ- 
ſed by that Houſe, or that Famiiy : And ſo the 
Mark was a Screen from that univerſal Slaughter. 
The Lord has his Chambers of Secrecy to hide 
his People in, till the Indignation is over paſt, Iſai. 
xxvi. 20. He hides them and ſhelters them from 
the ſtormy Winds of his Diſpleaſure, that blow 
deſtructively upon others; theſe marked ones 
dwell in the ſecret Places of the moſt High, and 
abide under the Shadow of the Almighty, Pal. 
XCi. 1. The Lord protects his People, and 
hides them in time of publick Calamities 
ſurpriſingly, as he did his Prophets, that he 
had marked for Preſervation, that all ſhould 
not be cut off: though Elijab thought he on- 
ly was left alone; yet the Lord had ſet his 
providential and protecting Mark pon ſever 
thouſand, that had not bowed the Knee to the 
Image of Baal, Rom. xi. 2, 3. This Mark of 
providential Preſervation in time of Calamities, 
is the more to be admired, when its often for 
the Advancement of his Grace, in preſerving 
Perſons unto Calling: Thus God's Elect are 
marked providentially, that no Calamity ſhall 
ſweep them off in their natural State; no, they 
are preſerved in Chriſt unto Calling, Jude 1. 
And this is a wonderful Mark, a diſtinguiſhing 
one; that many a Child of God has been made 
to ſtand and admire at a Preſervation, when 
dit may be) there was (as we ſay) but a Hair's 
Breadth 
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Breadth between them and Eternity, and yet 
preſerved ; and this, at the ſame time, has all 
been for the Diſplay of God's Grace, in cal- 
ling ſuch a Perſon unto the Knowledge of 
himſelf, by Chriſt, in time : And when the 
Soul is truly called, it looks back with un- 
ſpcakable Joy, on ſuch a Mark of providential 
Preſervation, 

3. There is alſo a Mark of Profeſſion and 
Confeſſion, that the Lord Chriſt ſets upon his 
People: Let times be never ſo bad, he will 
have ſome to own and acknowledge him, that 
ſhall not be aſhamed of him, nor of his Doc- 
trines before Men: This Mark is ſaid to be in 
their Foreheads, that it may be ſeen by Men. 
Anti-Chriſt has his Profeſſors that are marked 
in the Forehead; and Popiſh Expoſitors think, 
that this Text will bear them out in the Sign 
of the Croſs: How far carnal Proteſtants fol- 
low them in the Uſe of this Sign in Baptiſm, 
is not to their Honour. But this Mark of 
Profeſſion and Confeſſion in our Text, is an 
acknowledging of Chriſt in his Perſon, Blood, 
and Righteouſneſs, as that which the Soul has 
had a gracious Experience of; as alſo, ſpiritual 
Light and Leadings into the Mind of God, 
in all thoſe glorious Doctrines of the everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel ; and ſo made to own him in the 
Face of much Oppoſition, and to confeſs his 
Name through much Difficulty and Trouble. 
The Lord has had a ſmall marked Number 
in all Ages of the World, that are his Witneſſes 


far 
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for kim, Ne are my Witneſſes, faith the Lord, 
whom I have choſen, Iſai. xliii. 10. Theſe mult 
ſpeak for him, or elſe the Stones of the Street 
would cry out: Theſe are conſtrained to con- 
teſs him in his Doctrine and Worſhip, though 
it may expoſe them unto the Banter and Ri- 
dicule of Men; nay, unto the Loſs of Life 
and Eſtates: theſe marked ones are bold in the 
Cauſe of Chriſt. Oh! what a Cloud of ſuch 
have we had in former Days, when the Dark- 
neſs of Popery overſpread us; ſuch were our 


firſt Reformers, Martyrs, and Confeffors in 


Queen Mary's Days : They had his Name in 


their Forehead : it might be ſeen to whom 


they belong'd; Rev. xxii. 4. And they ſhall 


fee hrs Face, and his Name ſhall be in their 


Foreheads : that as a Man is known by his 
Face, 1o ſhould theſe be by their Doctrines, 
and their Adherence unto Chriſt; yea, theſe 
marked ones have been helped to ſtand forth 
for the Lord, and his Worſhip and Ways, 
even where Satan's Seat was, and to hold faſt 
his Name, Rev. ii. 14. And I truſt ſtill he has 
a few' Names in our Britiſh Sardis, which 
have not defiled thetr Garments; are not aſhamed 
of him in his Doctrine and Worſhip, Rev. iii. 


4. but have this Mark of Profeſſion and Con- 
feſſion in their Foreheads, and are comfortably 


ſupported and incourag'd from Chriſt's own 


Word, fill to hold faſt their Croum; for wwho- 


3 foal confeſs me before Men, him will 1 
confeſs 
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confeſs alſo before my Father which is in Har- 
ven, Matt. x. 34. 
. Here is alſo a Mark of Comfort od d 
lation that he ſets upon his People in Tame 
of publick Calamity, that when others are in 


the uttermoſt Diſtreſs and Trouble, they ſhall 
have a Calm in their Souls, be kept ſtill and 
quiet, unto the Will of the Lord Chriſt in all 
his Ways; Cain had a Mark by which he was 
known, which ſome think to be a dejected 
Countenance ; and the Lord will put his Mark 
alſo, upon his People in publick Calamities; by 
which they ſhall be known, viz. Inward Con- 
ſolation of Soul, and a chearful Countenance; 
for a merry Heart makes a chearful Countenance, 
but by Sorrow of Heart the Spirit it brokes, 
Prov. xv. 13. They (theſe marked ones) thall 
have a Joy and Peace in believing, let in by 
the Holy-Ghoſt upon their Souls: It's rematk- 
able, ſaith one, that when the Plague ſwept ſo 


many Thouſands away in London, (it being the 


Place of the Perſon's Abode) to behold. how 
the People of God, his Saints, his Children, 
his marked ones, were filled with his Preſence, 
and received great Comforts; that though they 
fell by Death in that common Calamity, yet 
there was a diſtinguiſhing Mark upon them; 
they went to Heaven in a fiery Chariot 3:48 
they know they could die but once, and ſeeing 
it was their Father's Pleaſure to take them 
away, by ſuch a Stroke, they were ſubmiſſive; 
and herein were greatly ſupplied with Combat! 
an 


— —ů— — — — — — — 


— — ß > — — ROO —— — — — — — —=MRwG 


N 
ö 
0 4 | 


(32) 


and thus it is, though the Lord may ſuffer his 
own Children to fall in publick Calamities, 
(there being outwardly no Difference often- 
times,) yet there is a wide Difference in regard 
unto the Righteous and the Wicked; it's a 
Judgment unto the one, but not ſo unto the 
other, Say ye unto. the Righteous, it ſhall be wel! 
with him, Ila. v. 10. Ay, at all times, Judg- 
ments in this Senſe, cannot come near the 
Children of God, for they are his juſtify'd ones; 
Wrath is not in God towards them, nor can it 
come near them; theſe as they ſtand in his Love, 
ſo in ſuch a Time, he is pleas d peculiarly to ſet 
this Mark of Comfort and Conſolation upon 
them ; that let Death make it's Approach in 
| what Shape the Lord pleates, they are helped 
| to ſay as the great Apoſtle Paul in the Rom. viii. 
| 38, 29. For I am perſuaded that neither 
Death, nor Life, Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or 
E . Famine, or Nakeanefſs, or Peril, or Sword, 
| ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God, 
@vhich is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. I come now, 


11 IV. To the laſt thing propoſed to be ſpoken 
3 unto, which is to ſhew you, that it ever there 
was a Call in Providence unto a Nation to Hu- 

1 miliation, and Prayer, there is a loud Voice to 
l us: And oh! that the Lord would give us as a 
Nation to hear it, and to obſcrve the Operation of 
his Hands in it: he has not indeed ſent us a 
Jaonab, as he did the Ninevites; yet he ſpeaks 
as loud to us as if he had, and that in the 

3 | Voice 
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Voice of his Providences. What think you 6f 
the great Inundations of Water, that has done 
ſo much Damage abroad? and of that general 
Scarcity of Proviſions, both for Man and Beaſt?. 
and of the hard Froſt the laſt Winter, and part 
of this; when he caft forth his Ice like Mor- 
fels ; that we could hardly ſtand before hrs Colds, 
Pfal. cxlvii. 17. What, was there no Voice in che 
late Winds, and deſolating Fires, that we have 
lately had ? What think you of the Deadnels- 
of Trade, and Merchandiſe, and the Trials of 
the Poor? The Lord by theſe things calls up- 
on this Nation, as he did upon Mineveb, to 
bow before him, and come unto his Footſtool. 
Does not the Lord, by theſe Diſpenſations, 
declare himſelf to Be the Lord of the whole 
Earth, of the Corn, and Wine, and Oil, and 
of your Trade? Is it not he that gives Food 
and Raiment ? and oh ! how eafily can he de- 
prive us of all theſe? Is not, likewiſe, the 
Sword now drawn, and do we know, what 
ſhall be the end of it? No, no, high time, 
therefore, to do as the King and Nobles of 
Nineveh did, when they proclaimed a Faſt, and 
cried mi 'ohtily unto God; ſo that be was intreat. 
ed of them, when they turned every one from his 
evil ways, and from the Violence that was in 
their hands; for, who can tell if God will turn 
and repent, and turn away from his fierce Anger, 
that we periſh not, Jonah iti. 8, 9. But, What- 
ever Notice the Nation may take of God's 


providential Voice, yet his Children cannot 
| but 
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but obſerve, that the Lord ſpeaks unto them 
in it; for the Voice of the Lord crieth unto 
the City, and the Men of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy 
Name ; bear ye the Rod, and who hath appointed 
it, Micah vi. . Beſides, add unto all this what 
fad Declenſions are there found amongſt us, 
even in England, as a profeſſing People; and 
what Sins, crying Sins and Abominations are 
amongſt us, all which call for Days of Humi- 
Lation and Prayer. Time would fail me, were 
I to enumerate them: I ſhall only mention a 
few of them, and ſhew you what was once 
England's Glory, but now her Sin. 
1. England's Glory was once to have a pure 
and unmixed Goſpel ; but what fad Corrup- 
tions are there found amongſt us in this re- 
- ? May we not take up the Complaint of 

e Church, and ſay, How ig the Gold become 
dim ! how 1s the moſt fine Gold changed, Lam. 
iv. 1. Were our firſt Reformers to be upon 
the Earth again, and ſee what the Nation in 
general call the Goſpel, they would ſtand 
amazed, and be aſtoniſhed to ſec that Goſpel, 
which was the means of a Reformation from 
Popery, expunged and caſt out of Doors; and 
a new Goſpel, that rather tends to advance 
the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, brought 
in. And this is the Cafe, both of the pub- 
lick, and of us of the Separation: what are 
the Doctrines of this Day, that are ſounded 
from the Pulpit amongſt both? Not thoſe 
which the firſt Reformers preached and * 
po ' N with 
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with their Blood; ſuch as God's Choice of Per- 
ſons unto eternal Life from before the Founda- 
tion of the World, of juſtifying the Sinner alone 
by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and of original 
Sin, and of the Efficacy and mighty Power of 
the Holy Spirit, to bring a Sinner unto the Foot 
of Chriſt, together with the great and funda- 
mental Doctrines of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, as the one co- equal, 
and co-eſſential, and co- eternal God: As al- 
ſo their glorious Acts in Covenant and Counſel, 
as made manifeſt in the Redemption and Sal- 
vation of all the choſen of Gd. 

Theſe ; were once the prevailing Doctrines 
of England, till * a Prelate, that ſecretly en- 
courag'd Popery, brought in a Flood of A.- 
minianiſin: but how is it now? but quite the 
contrary to all this: And it's the more ſad, be- 
cauſe the Oppoſition made to ſome of theſe 
Doctrines, is by ſuch that once profeſſed them; 
and now, in the Cloſe of their Days, if they 
do not totally deny them, yet they greatly 
corrupt and gild them over, to pleaſe proud 
and unregenerate Nature; and ſo grieve that 
little Remnant in the Land, that have not de- 
ny'dghe Faith once delivered unto the Saints; 


but are till contending for it, Jude 3. Oh! 


what Contempt in this Land is poured upon 
the Goſpel, not only by the Profane amongſt 
us, that can, in all publick Companies, banter 


* Neal; Hiſtgry of the Puritant, pag. 215. 
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and ridicule the Bible, with all the Duane 


therein; and crack their Jeſts upon the O 
rations of the Spirit, and of his Grace in 
generation and onverſion, and of his Perſon, 
Sc. But we have thoſe amongſt us, that are 
for introducing another Goſpel, than that we 
ve received; and are bending all their Force, 
to bring it in under the 1 ecious Pretence, that it's 


Cghriſt'ꝰs Goſpelʒ and are like thoſe of old the Apo- 


ſtle ſpeaks of, I marvel that ye are jo ſoon re- 
moved from him that called you into the Grace 
of Chriſt, unto another Goſpel; which is not 
another ; but there be ſome that trouble you, and 
would pervert the Goſpel of Cbriſt, Gal. i. 6, 7. 

Theſe were like ſome of our modern Teachers 
amongſt us, that corrupt the Word of God, 


2 Cor. ii. 16. They mix Water with God's 


Wine, and fo ſpoil the it + el, and foul the 


Waters of the Sanctuary v their Feet, that 


the Children of God cannot drink of them, and 
this is the growing Sin of England at this Day; 

that Multitudes, both in thc publick and 
amongſt ourſelves, that call themſelves Mini- 


Kers of Chriſt, are bending all their Wit, Wiſ- 


dom, and Learning, to corrupt the Goſpel, 
and 'beguile Souls from the Simplicity that is 

in Chriſt Jefus, 2 Cor. xi. 3. Oh! then Sis, 
ſee what perilous Times our Lot is caſt in; 
theſe, ſurely, are ſome of the laſt Days, thoſe 


derilous Times, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 


2 Tim. iii. 1. And what may we expect, if 
England's Glory was quite gone, I mean the 
pure 
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pure and unmixed Goſpel, If God ſhould 
write {chabod, upon us, in this Reſpect, I 
ſhould look for nothing but Deſtruction. 

2. Englands Glory once was to frequent a 
Throne of Grace, as a Nation when Matters 
of the greateſt Importance have been tranſact- 
ing : The Throne of Grace, then uſed to be 
frequented by this Nation; the Lord then 
heard from us frequently; from our Governors, 
from our Nobles, from our Captains, and Ge- 
nerals: Oh! what a praying Spirit was once 
found amongſt the Army; the common Soldiers 
would then edge the Sword with Prayer, but 
now it's blunted with Oaths: Oh! how did our 
Soldiers then ſtrike through our Enemies, when 
Prayer at the Head of an Army, lead the Way 
unto the Battle; their Language then was 
the Sword of the Lord and of Gideon, Judg. vii. 
18 ,Oh!Sirs, a praying Prince, praying Nobles, 
and a praying People, engage the Lord 'to go 
forth with their Armies, and to give Succeſs 
unto them. It's Matter of great Joy to my 
Soul, to ſee the Nation bowing down before 
the Lord to-day, and ſending up Supplications 
unto the Lord : And 'tis certain we can never 
expect a Bleſſing upon the preſent War, and 
Succeſs in it, without aſking it at the Hand of 
God; he will be ſought unto by us, as he was 
of old by his People Mael, when they went te 
War, 1 Kings vii. 44. Andif thy People go out 
to Battle againſt their Enemy, whetherſoeuver 
thou ſhalt fend them, end ſhall pray unto the 
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Lord; then hear thou in Heaven their Prayer, 
and their Supplication, and maintain their Cauſe. 
For a Nation to reſtrain Prayer from the Lord, 
is no way for a Bleſſing, but for a Blaſt upon 
all our publick Concerns. It's ſaid of the 
Reubenttes, that when they were engaged a- 
gainſt a united Company of Enemies (as we 
may be) that They cry'd unto the Lord in the 
Battle, and he was intreated of them, becauſe 
they put their Truſt in him. 1. Chron. v. 20. 
Oh! let not this be the Work of to-day only 
with us, but let us carry this Matter unto the 
Lord daily, in our Cloſets and in our Families, 
as well as in the Church; and on ſuch ſo- 


lemn Occaſions as theſe we ſhould not only 


ay, but look up, or look out for a gracious 
eturn and anſwer of Peace, as David ſpeaks, 
Pfal. v. 3. In the Morning will I direct my 
Prayer unto thee, and will look up. Oh! let us 
do ſo for our King, for our great Men, for our 
Armies, that the Lord may leave a Bleſſing be- 
hind him upon us, and upon all our publick Con- 
cerns; for he is (as the Prophet ſpeaks,) graci- 
ous, and merciful, flow to Anger, and of great 
Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the Evil, Amos ii. 
12, 13. and if the Lord ſball return unto us, 
and repent and leave a Bleſſing behind him, what 
matter of Thankfulneſs will this be unto us. But 
again, 
Bi England's Glory was once to obſerve the 
Lord's Day, carefully and diligently, both in 
publick Appearances before him, in the. Ap- 
PI pointments 
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pointments of his Houſe, and in Families. 
Families of old were like little Churches; Fa- 
mily Worſhip, and Family Inſtruction were fre- 
quent then; but now what a Decline is there in 
both theſe? as to the Lord's Day the Fields are 
full, publick Houſes full, and the Places of 
Worſhip almoſt empty; it was not ſo once in 
this Land ; Time was, when they dare not be 
ſeen in the Fields as now; tho' we have the 
ſame Laws to prevent it as before, if they were 
duly executed againſt Sabbath-Breakers, by. 
thoſe that bare the Sword : had they a zeal for. 
the Lord and his Day, as former Magiſtrates 
had, we ſhould not have that uncomely Sight 
ſeen amongſt us, that is ſo viſible on the Lord's 
Day, as to have our Merchants appear before 
the Gate of the Royal-Exchange, that when 
the Law of the Land, has ſhut up the Place in 
Regard unto God, yet they in open Defiance of 
the Laws of God, and Man, there meet to 
converſe, if not to tranſact, about the Buſineſs 
of Life; the Lord is jealous in this Reſpect, 
he will have his Day kept holy, he has given 
us ſix Days to do our Work in, to trade, buy, 
and fell, and get Gains; but has commanded 
us to keep the Sabbath of the Lord our God, 
wot doing our own Work, nor ſpeaking our own 
Words: Perſuaded I am, that this Practice of 
breaking through the Lord's Day, has brought 
a Blaſt upon our Trade, and Merchandize, If 
the Merchants of England, and efpecially of 
London, were to regard God's Day it might 
b bring 
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bring down a Blefling upon their Traffick, on 
the ſix Days, and not a Blaſt, as it now does; 
the Diſregard of the. Lord's Day in this Reſpect, 
is like a Canker that eats into and brings a 


Blaſt upon the Labour of your Hands; and 
as the Lord ſpake unto 1/-ae/ in that matter, 
ſo he doth unto us, as his profeſſing People, 
viii. 13, 14. 1f thou turn away thy Foot 
m the Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſure on my 


holy Day, and ſhall call the Sabbath a Delight, 


the holy of the Lord honourable, and ſhalt honour 
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
Words : Then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the 
high Places of the Earth, &c. And to come 


more home to our ſelves, let Profeſſors look 


about them, nay, even Church- Members: 
How ſadly is it to be lamented, that the Lord's 
Day is not obſerved, even by them, as it ſhould 
be! How little a matter will keep you from 
the Houſe of God? you will rob him of his 


Day, to do that which you ought to do upon 
your own, and not on his. Our Forefathers 


were not only careful to come themſelves unto 


the Houſe of God, but to bring all their Fa- 
milies with them ; and that not one part, but 
both parts of the Day; for the Day, the 
whole Day is the Lord's. Their Attendance 
upon the Lord's-Day-Worſhip, was not with 
that. Air of Indifference, that is ſeen now); as 
if we came together to hear ſome indifferent 


matter, 
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matter, or to take a comfortable Nap.” It 
was not thus with us once, when we thought: 
the Lord's Days our belt Days, When we went 
after him in a Wilderneſs, in a Land that m 
not ſown, Jer. ii. 2. And Oh! how much is 
it to be lamented, with regard unto that looſe 
and idle Converſation, after we have been wor 
ſhipping of the Lord in his Houſe, and at his: 
Table: How backward are we to encourage 
the contrary! I can tell the time, when the 
Children of God could no ſooner come out o 
the Place of Worſhip, but they began to alk 
each other, how they had heard to-day, and what 
they had got under Chri/t's Shadow; and ſa 
warm'd each other's Hearts, by converſing 
about the things of God; and, like Ruth's 
Daughter, beat out what they had gleaned upon 
the Field of Boaz, Ruth ii. 1 Salla in re- 
gard unto F amily-Worthip, ** greatly is that 
dropt amongſt his profeſſing People? It was 
once the Glory of this Land, that profeſſing 
Families made Conſcience of Prayer and Prat 
in their Houſes Night and Morning ; but now, 
how ſeldom is this ſeen? If they have it once 
a Week, it is as much as many Families have, 
and Church-Members too: what Excuſes are 
made to ſhat'it out on the Week=Days ? eve» 
M _— trifling Circumſtance diverts them 
om it: there is no redeeming of time for 
this: bur how early and conſtant are we to 
market, to buy, and ſell, and get gain; we 
will let nothing hinder that. Theſe, Sirs, 2 
8 


of the Wilderneſs are dried up, and their Courſe 
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fad Signs: would to God it was with us, 
as it was with Toſhua, Foſh. xxiv. 14. But 
as for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve 


the Lord, To be Profeſſors and Church- 


Members, and not to have an Altar in their 
Houſe for God, is fad ; and therefore, don't 
wonder at Diſappointments in your Trade, or 
at Leanneſs in your Souls, when the Lord 
don't hear from you, it may be, but once 
in a Week in your Families: Remember 


the Word of the Lord by Ferem:ah the Prophet, 


that he will pour his Fury upon the Heathen 
that know him not, and upon the Families that 


call not on his Name, Jer. x. 25. 


4. England's Glory was once to have an 
honourable regard unto the Name of God ; 
but now, how is the Air (if I may fo ſay) 
thickened with the Abuſe of that Name? how 
often do we hear Creatures call upon God to 


damn them? as if their Damnation linger'd, 


2 Pet. ii. 3. What Oaths and Imprecations are 
our Ears every Day fill'd withal, to the Grief 
of our Souls, that God's Righteous ones are 
vexed from Day unto Day. What Blood-ſhed- 
ding, and unheard of Murders are committed 


in the midſt of us! what Abominations are 


found in our Land! HMael's and ours are much 
alike, O poor England / thy Sins are gather- 
ed up by the Prophet, Fer, xxiii. g. For the 
Land is full of Adulterers; for becauſe of 

Swearing the Land mourns, the pleaſant Places 


1 3s 
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is evil, and their Force is not right. Theſe 
Sins, if they remain ſtill unrepented of, will 
bring down the Wrath of God upon the Land; 
Righteonſneſt exalteth a Nation; but Sin 1s @ 
Reproach to any People; Prov. xiv. 34. Oh 
what Unfaithfulneſs, and Injuſtice, and In- 
temperance, and, in ſhort, every thing that is 
evil, is found in the midſt of us! Hof. iv. 1, 2% 
Hear the Mord of the Lord, ye Children of 
Hrael; for, the Lord hath a Controver/) /y with 
7h Inhabitants of the Land, becauje there is 
no Truth, nor Mercy, nor Knowledge of God in 
the Land. One would think, that the Pro- 
phet liv'd in our Days, and faw, and dwelt 
amongſt us, where there is not only much 
Profaneneſs, but, in ſhort, where all manner 
of Atheiſm, Infidelity, and Scepticiim abound; 
and he adds, By Swearing, and Lying, 

Killing, and Stealing, vis, committing 

ry, they break out, and Blood touches 
This being our preſent Condition and 
Sin; Oh! if God ſhould ſay of England, a8 
he did of Jfrael, what may we expect? Jer. v. 
9, 10. Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaitb | 
the Lord, and ſhall not my Soul be avenged on 
ſuch a Nation as this? Go ye up unto her Walls, 
and deſtroy, but make not a full end (no, he 
has his Eyes upon his marked, crying People) 
take away her Battlements, for they are not the 
Lord's, In ſhort, itis totally to lay her waſte, 
(Sin being of a waſting Nature, to a People, or 


Nation : :) And if the Lord ſhould deal with us 
G 2 according 


NEE _- 
according to our Sins, as a Nation, we ſhould 
become a Magor-Miſſabib, @ Terror unto our- 
ſelves, and to all Nations round abaut us, Jer. 
XX. 3, 4. If Sin made J/rgel flee, that they 
could not ftand againſt their Enemies, when 
the accurſed thing was found amongſt them; 
what may we expect, when the accurſed 
thing Sin (the Sin of Swearing, and all manner 
of Debauchery) is found in the Camp, from 
the greateſt unto the leaſt ? What can we look 
for, I fay, but immediate Deſtruction? if the 
Lord is not gracious unto us. And, if he will 
ſhew us Favaur, and turn his Hand againſt 
our Enemies, and ſmite them in the Cheek, it 


| cannot be for our Righteouſneſs, as a Nation; 


for we are a rebellious People. However, 
5. Though this be the Caſe ; though we 


| *dee how England's Glory is ſtained and tar- 
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nihed; what Corruptions in Doctrine, in 


Worſhip, in Practice; what-are our Sins, who 


Profe ſſors, and what are the Sins of the 
Profane in the Nation; yet I can't think, but 
there is Hope for us ſtill, concerning this mat- 
ter: For the Lord has, as he had of old, a 
People that are on his Side, that can't let him 


go; they will not let him now depart : For 


to fact, Sabbaths are pleaſant ; the Goſpel de- 
lightful, yea iti more to them than their neceſſary 
Ford: They cannot fit ſtill in this time of De- 


elenſions, but mu frequent the Throne for 


» 


this People; and cannot give out, or give up, 
ſince the Lord ſeems to ſpeak to us, in the 
WEE" 2 Words 
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Words by Ezra, Net mu there is Hope in N 
rael concerning this thing, Chap. x. Ver. f. 
Their Caſe was bad, as well as ours; but the 
Lord had Kindneſs towards them; and I cannot 
give up my Hope for this Nation; nay, am 
even in the thing that we are this Day come 
before the Lord upon: And this Day being 
appointed by the Government, is a good Omen, 
that the Lord has Mercy in ſtore for us; be- 
ſides, what the Lord has done, is ſome Token 
for good, that he will yet do more for us. 
We have been a People that were once pre- 
cious in his Sight, and honourable; and li 
bath loved us, and given Men for us, ay, and 
People for our Lives, Iſai. xliii. 4. And the 
Lord has ftill a People amongſt us, that are 
dear unto him; and he will make it mani- 
feſt, that it is yet a Land he delighteth in; 
and who can tell, but God may, in this Was, 
give one of the Horns of Autichriſt a Blows 
tor ſhe ſhall come down in his Time; beſides, 
as Manoab's Wife ſaid unto: her Huſband, 
the Lord had a mind to deſtroy us, be won 
not have ſhewn us all theſe things; nor would 
he at this time, have told us ſuch: things; as theſe, 
Judg. xiit, 23. The Lord is breaking; forth 
amongſt us, by the Light of his | glorious 
Gofpel, from a Part that we looked not for iti 
and this is a Token for good, that. he h 
Souls to gather here, and his Church to build 
up, and his reſt to 1 


— — —ů—Pͤ ¶ ü 


. * ron 


- — — - 
OO EE, . ¶ —Lᷣ-—: oo en tr 222 — — — 


a 


RS 
— — Sm —— — —ͤ„%7 — 


——— 2 
— _— 


— —— 
8 


Z 
the Lord has ſent the Goſpel abroad, by the 
Hands of an Inſtrument, that he is working 
by and with; and this is a Token for good; 


the Lord has bleſſed his Miniſtry, already for 


Converſion; and if the Lord keeps him faith- 
ful unto that Light, that he is let into, as you 
may ſee in his own Words *; he alſo will be 
a means of eſtabliſhing them in the Faith, 
once delivered unto the Saints, I have thought 
of them Words that are recorded, Let behold, 
Zherein ſhall: be left a Remnant, that ſball be 
brought forth (to embrace the Goſpel, and 
brought forth to experience the Grace of the 
Goſpel) and ye ſhall ſee their way, and their 
doings, and ye ſhall be comforted in them, Ezek. 
Xiv.22. The Lord ſeems to have a Work up- 
on the Wheel: Alas, the Miniſters want, in 
this Day, much of the Spirit of the Lord, to 
lead us into Truth, and to make us faithful in 
declaring the whole Counſel of God. If we 
had more of the Spirit to truſt him (as in 
the. Study, ſo in the Pulpit) to ſpeak unto 
his People, with a feeling Senſe of things up- 
on our own Souls, thoſe written Helps would 
be thrown away, Cc. If I muſt ſpeak freely 
to you, I look upon much of the Declenſions 
amongſt us, to come in at this Door, and I 
have many Reaſons that I could offer for the 
Proof of it, I do not expect to ſec the glo- 
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rious 
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rious Diſplays of the Lord, in and amon 
his Aſſemblies, till all things that tend to dif- 
honour him are caft r yet let us wait 
upon the Lord, and give him no reſt, till 
he make our Britiſh Zion a Praiſe in the 
Earth, 
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